
POW’s grant pro-

posal has been 

submitted for re-

view and approval.   

 

We’ll give you an overview of the fund-

ing process and provide highlights of 

our proposal to monitor the Denver Ba-

sin Aquifers at the meeting on Monday, 

March 31st. 

 Monday, March 31, 2008 

 7:00 PM 

 Woodmen Valley Chapel 

(See map on back cover) 
 

Agenda 

• Election of directors  

• Approval of proposed by-

laws changes (see pages 

4 & 5)   

• Important Program:  

POW’s Grant Proposal  - 

Monitoring the Bedrock 

Aquifers of the Denver Ba-

sin   (more page 6) 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  

M A R C H  2 0 0 8M A R C H  2 0 0 8M A R C H  2 0 0 8M A R C H  2 0 0 8     

Protect Our Wells 
http://protectourwells.org 

  

Meetings: 

• POW Board of Directors 

Meeting—1st Monday 

each month, Woodmen 

Valley Chapel Commu-

nity Center 

• El Paso County 
Water Authority—
1st Wednesday each 

month, County Office 

Building 

     

If We Lived In An Ideal World….    

............ the quantity and quality of groundwater, the 
impacts of development on that resource, the 
enforcement of water rights, and the sustain-
ability of our quality of life would not be at is-

sue.  Protect Our Wells would not need to exist.   
 
But this is not an ideal world this is not an ideal world this is not an ideal world this is not an ideal world and Protect Our 
Wells is needed and has a lot of work ahead to 
stay abreast of the issues and ensure that im-
pacts to private well owners are included in the 

problem descriptions as well as the solutions.  
 
Let’s take a look at a couple of areas that we 
can focus on and make some excellent im-

provement.   

Membership DriveMembership DriveMembership DriveMembership Drive    
    
First, we need to retain and grow our mem-
bership numbers.  If you have renewed, the 
mailing label on this newsletter will read 
“Expires 2008”.  If you haven’t renewed, 
please complete the application enclosed  
and return today or at the meeting on March 
31st along with your membership dues of 

$25.      
  
POW CommitteesPOW CommitteesPOW CommitteesPOW Committees    

    

Second, we need volunteerswe need volunteerswe need volunteerswe need volunteers to staff up our 

various committees     
 

(Continued page 6) 

By Sandy Martin 

Grants  
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Colorado Legislative Report      By Bea Crandall 

POW will be following these bills and additional information will be provided at the  

March 31st membership meeting.    

    

    

Legislative Links (Colorado General Assembly) Legislative Links (Colorado General Assembly) Legislative Links (Colorado General Assembly) Legislative Links (Colorado General Assembly)     
 

If you want to monitor the status of Colorado bills, go to :   

http://www.leg.state.co.us/ http://www.leg.state.co.us/ http://www.leg.state.co.us/ http://www.leg.state.co.us/     

Look under House or Senate.  
 
We’ve included the chart, "How a Bill Becomes Law” in this newsletter but 

you can find that and  "The Legislative Process" online.  

Go to "Frequently Asked Questions" at:     

http://www.state.co.us/gov_dir/leg_dir/lcsstaff/StaffInfo/geninfo.htm      http://www.state.co.us/gov_dir/leg_dir/lcsstaff/StaffInfo/geninfo.htm      http://www.state.co.us/gov_dir/leg_dir/lcsstaff/StaffInfo/geninfo.htm      http://www.state.co.us/gov_dir/leg_dir/lcsstaff/StaffInfo/geninfo.htm          

Bill NumberBill NumberBill NumberBill Number    DescriptionDescriptionDescriptionDescription    StatusStatusStatusStatus    

House Bill 08House Bill 08House Bill 08House Bill 08----1014101410141014    Requirement to Transfer a Well Transfer a Well Transfer a Well Transfer a Well 
Permit Permit Permit Permit Upon Conveyance of 
Residential Real Property  
(Representative Marsha 

Looper) 

1/9/2008  Introduced in House 
1/28/2008  Introduced in Senate - 
Assigned to Committee on Agricul-

ture, Livestock, & Natural Resources   

3/11/2008  Senate Third Reading 

Passed 

House Bill 08House Bill 08House Bill 08House Bill 08----1141114111411141    Sufficient Water Supplies Sufficient Water Supplies Sufficient Water Supplies Sufficient Water Supplies for 
Land Use Approval. 
(Representative Kathleen 

Curry) 

Discussions are pending prior to go-

ing to the Appropriations Committee 

Senate Bill 08Senate Bill 08Senate Bill 08Senate Bill 08----053053053053    Expansion of the Definition of Definition of Definition of Definition of 
Designated Ground Water Designated Ground Water Designated Ground Water Designated Ground Water 

(Senator Brophy). 

Postponed Indefinitely by Commit-

tee on Agriculture 

Senate Bill 08Senate Bill 08Senate Bill 08Senate Bill 08----119119119119    A Limited Exemption for Water Water Water Water 
Collected from Residential Collected from Residential Collected from Residential Collected from Residential 

Rooftops.Rooftops.Rooftops.Rooftops.    

Introduced in the Senate 
1/30/2008 - Assigned to Commit-

tee on Ag, NR & Energy 

3/4/2008  Senate Third Reading 

Referred to Appropriations 
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Southern Delivery SystemSouthern Delivery SystemSouthern Delivery SystemSouthern Delivery System    
    
  Draft Environmental Impact Statement released February 29, 2008 
 
  Water Rountdtable Eyes Project, Pueblo Chieftain—March 13, 2008  

 

In The News In The News In The News In The News     

Sterling Ranch (formerly Dines Ranch) Sketch PlanSterling Ranch (formerly Dines Ranch) Sketch PlanSterling Ranch (formerly Dines Ranch) Sketch PlanSterling Ranch (formerly Dines Ranch) Sketch Plan    

MorleyMorleyMorleyMorley----Bentley Investments LLCBentley Investments LLCBentley Investments LLCBentley Investments LLC    

SKPSKPSKPSKP----07070707----007007007007    

A maximum of 5,500 dwelling units on approxi-
mately 1,445 acres of land located northeast of 
Vollmer Road and Marksheffel Road adjacent to 

and north of Pawnee Rancheros and Bar-J-B Acres. 

Urban mixed residential including an Active Adult 

community, with a variety of densities, trails, open 

spaces, and neighborhood parks. 

 
Projected water demand is 2,505 acre feet per 
year. Cherokee Metropolitan District has a water 
and sewer service commitment for the proposed 
mixed-use development. The initial phase(s) will be 
platted using the Denver Basin water rights underly-
ing the Sterling Ranch property. In the event that a 
renewable water supply is not provided to Cherokee 
by Sterling Ranch prior to an actual demand, then 
the Denver Basin water will be used for the supply 
until such time as Cherokee requires the conversion 
of the water supply from Denver Basin water to the 
renewable water source. Cherokee reserves the 
right to utilize the Denver Basin water for all or part 
of the Sterling Ranch supply as it deems appropri-

ate. Numerous Cherokee conditions apply. 

 

At this time, the application has not yet been sched-
uled for Planning Commission review. County Plan-
ner for the project is Mike Garrott, (719) 520-6447. 
Additional information will be available at our mem-

bership meeting on March 31. 

What’s DevelopingWhat’s DevelopingWhat’s DevelopingWhat’s Developing    

Helpful WebsitesHelpful WebsitesHelpful WebsitesHelpful Websites    

• USGS Groundwater Levels for the Nation 

• USGS Groundwater Information 

• Water Tech Online Magazine 

• Groundwater Foundation.  



Proposed Bylaws Changes  

ActionActionActionAction    BylawsBylawsBylawsBylaws    

Article II - Purpose 

Section 2.01 (c)  

Change From:  Change From:  Change From:  Change From:  Educate private well owners about Denver Basin groundwater issues.  

 

Change To:  Change To:  Change To:  Change To:  Educate private well owners, citizens, developers, local and state lawmakers citizens, developers, local and state lawmakers citizens, developers, local and state lawmakers citizens, developers, local and state lawmakers 

about Denver Basin groundwater issues.  

Article IV - Board of  

Directors 

Section 4.02 

 

Change From:  Change From:  Change From:  Change From:  The Board shall set the strategic direction and overall policies for POW; 
shall adopt an operating budget, provided however that no debt may be incurred for the 
purpose of financing day-to-day operations; and shall direct an auditan auditan auditan audit of the Treasurer's 
books annually, prior to the Annual meeting. The Board shall, with proper receipts, approve 
reimbursement of reasonable expenses associated with the function of the officers and 

committees.   

 

Change To:  Change To:  Change To:  Change To:  The Board shall set the strategic direction and overall policies for POW; shall 
adopt an operating budget, provided however that no debt may be incurred for the pur-
pose of financing day-to-day operations; and shall direct a reviewa reviewa reviewa review of the Treasurer's books 
annually, prior to the Annual meeting. The Board shall, with proper receipts, approve reim-
bursement of reasonable expenses associated with the function of the officers and com-

mittees.   

Article IV - Board of  

Directors 

Section 4.04 (a) 

  

 

Change From:  Change From:  Change From:  Change From:  A nominating committee of five (5) five (5) five (5) five (5) active POW members, appointed by the 
Board not less than sixtysixtysixtysixty days prior to the annual meeting, shall present a slate of nomi-

nees for open Board seats to the members present at the meeting. 

 

Change To:  Change To:  Change To:  Change To:  A nominating committee of two (2) two (2) two (2) two (2) active POW members, appointed by the 
Board not less than thirtythirtythirtythirty days prior to the annual meeting, shall present a slate of nomi-

nees for open Board seats to the members present at the meeting. 

Article V - Officers 

Section 5.01 

Change From:  Change From:  Change From:  Change From:  The Board shall elect the officers from their membership. There shall be a 

President, a Vice President, a Secretary, a Treasurer and a Parliamentarian/Librarianand a Parliamentarian/Librarianand a Parliamentarian/Librarianand a Parliamentarian/Librarian.  

 

Change To:  Change To:  Change To:  Change To:  The Board shall elect the officers from their membership. There shall be a 

President, a Vice President, a Secretary, andandandand a Treasurer.  

Article V - Officers 

Section 5.02 

Change From:  Change From:  Change From:  Change From:  The Officers shall serve for staggered two (2) year terms with the Secretary 
and the Parliamentarian/Librarian and the Parliamentarian/Librarian and the Parliamentarian/Librarian and the Parliamentarian/Librarian elected at the first Board meeting serving a one (1) year 

term.  

 

Change To:  Change To:  Change To:  Change To:  The Officers shall serve for staggered two (2) year terms with the Secretary 

elected at the first Board meeting serving a one (1) year term.  

PAGE 4 PROTECT OUR WELLS 

Members will be asked to vote on the following bylaws changes  

proposed by the Board of Directors.   

 

To be eligible to vote: 

• you must be present at the Annual Meeting 

• you must be an active POW member—a private well owner in the Denver Basin 

• you must be a member in good standing—membership renewed for 2008 
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